
Choosing a Journal for Publication: Factors to Take into Account 

 

Although there are many digital publishing options available today that enable authors to 

reach a larger audience, choosing a journal to publish a piece of research is still a difficult 

task for authors. A few journals have come under heightened attention for being dishonest 

and unprofessional due to the proliferation of papers without legitimate peer reviews. 

When choosing a journal, keep the following things in mind: 

 

- List the journals that are available for your subject or line of work and research the kinds of 

articles that are published in each one. Make a list of journals with an appropriate impact 

factor range after comparing the calibre of your articles to those published in these journals. 

- Make sure the journals' objectives and scope align with your research. Make sure the 

journals' objectives and scope align with your research. To make sure your paper complies 

with the journal's rules, examine the shortlisted journal and review its objective and scope. 

- Indicators of journal quality can be found in the editorial quality of publications, 

particularly editorials. Spelling mistakes, grammatical and punctuation mistakes, or a lack of 

coherence and clarity in writing are signs of lax editorial control and reviewer dedication. 

- Many times, impact factor rankings from directories or catalogues that lack citation 

information are noted in some journals. The use of ambiguous scores promoted by non-

citation data sources should be avoided by authors. Instead of depending solely on impact 

factor scores, when choosing a journal, one should take a more all-encompassing approach. 

- A standard for judging the calibre of a journal is its peer review process' transparency. A 

trustworthy journal will thoroughly disclose the peer review process, including the standards 

for peer review, how reviewers are chosen, the type of peer review, deadlines for the peer 

review, and the editorial board's role in the peer-review process. 

- To better prevent any unforeseen conflicts in the future, more information about how 

conflicts of interest are handled, confidentiality, and other ethical requirements for peer 

reviewers should also be accessible via the journal website. 



- A journal's website ought to provide information on ethics, author expectations, and how 

they handle certain problems. 

- There shouldn't be any surprises after submitting a paper for peer review because a journal's 

economic strategy should be obvious, and its website should make plain whether or not there 

are publication costs. 

- Journals also specify different uses depending on the work's version (pre-print, post-print, 

and final published version). A high-quality journal will have transparent copyright policies 

for writers. 

- If your instructors or seniors have published their work in the same journal, ask them about 

it, and use their experiences to help yourself. Most critically, determine whether the journal is 

a predatory publisher using Beall's list of predatory journals. 


